
2 9  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 9  
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

   

3. And by the light of that same star,
three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went.

 

NAU MAI, HAERE MAI - WELCOME
 
 

 
8AM HYMNS:  Offertory: Page 1 The First Nowell
shepherd i.       Post-Communion: Page 8  Carol Our Christmas
Our 10am service begins with this hymn
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1. The first Nowell the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay:
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel!
2. They looked up and saw a star,
shining in the east, beyond them far,
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night.

4. Then entered in those wise men three,
full reverently upon their knee,
and offered there in his presence
their gold and myrrh and frankincense.

5. Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
who with the Father we adore
and Spirit blest for evermore.

Priest: I runga i te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te Tama me te
Wairua Tapu.  Āmine. (In the name of God: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Priest         
 

Sentence of the Day 
Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able

to help those who are being tested. Hebrews 2:18                     
                                                                         Liturgist

All

Grace and peace to you from God.

God fill you with truth and joy.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hidden; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly
love you and worthily praise your holy name;
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

A New Commandment

Hear the teaching of Christ: a new commandment I give
to you, that you love one another as I have loved you.

Liturgist

All Spirit of God, search our hearts.

The Confession and Absolution / Te Hohou-i-te-rongo   Please sit / E noho

Liturgist Hear God’s word to all who turn to Christ: God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16

Liturgist God has promised forgiveness to all who truly repent,
turn to Christ in faith and are themselves forgiving. In
silence we call to mind our sins.  (Silence).  Let us
confess our sins.

Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have
thought and said, in the wrong we have done and in
the good we have not done. We have sinned in
ignorance: we have sinned in weakness: we have
sinned through our own deliberate fault. We are truly
sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our
Saviour Christ’s sake, and renew our lives to the
glory of your name.   Amen.

All

Through the cross of Christ,  God have mercy on you,
pardon you and set you free. Know that you are forgiven
and be at peace. God strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in life eternal.  Amen.



The Collect—Gathering Prayer—is said together /Hei konei te inoi o te rā
 

All      
 

Please be seated for the readings / Ngā  Karaipiture / E noho.
Reader   A reading from the book of Isaiah 63:7-9
I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of
the Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us, and the great
favour to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his
mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast love. For he said, 
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Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth.
 
Lord God, heavenly King,
 almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
 
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

All

Liturgist The peace of Christ rule in our hearts.

All The word of Christ dwell in us richly.

God of Mary, Joseph and Jesus, you share the suffering of all
those forced to flee their birthplace. Give us compassion for
all displaced peoples; give us special care for vulnerable
children. Help us to heed warnings and to change plans
and direction when you ask. Through Jesus Christ our
Liberator, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
 



Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.      All  Thanks be to God.

I

Reader   A reading from the book of Hebrews 2:10-18
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their
salvation perfect through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and
those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is
not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying,‘I will proclaim
your name to my brothers and sisters,in the midst of the congregation I
will praise you.’ And again,‘I will put my trust in him.’And again,‘Here am
I and the children whom God has given me.’ Since, therefore, the
children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the
power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were
held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to
help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might
be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 
Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help
those who are being tested.
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Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.   All  Thanks be to God.

‘Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely’; and he
became their saviour in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel
but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
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Reader       Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to
Matthew 2:13-23.               All                Praise and glory to God.
Now after the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to
search for the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child
and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until
the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son. When Herod
saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from
the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the
prophet Jeremiah:  ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be
consoled, because they are no more. When Herod died, an angel of the
Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get
up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those
who were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took
the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he
heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there.

2. The angels sang when the baby born, (x3)
 
3. The wise men saw where the baby born, (x3)
 

He came from the glory,he came from the glorious kingdom. 
He came from the glory,he came from the glorious kingdom.
O yes, believer. O yes, believer.
He came from the glory,
he came from the glorious kingdom.

1. The Virgin Mary had a baby boy,
the Virgin Mary had a baby boy,
The Virgin Mary had a baby boy,
and they say that his name was Jesus.

At 10am we sing this hymn in preparation for the Gospel. Please stand
and turn to face the Gospel and the Cross / Ka tū te katoa
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All stand for the affirmation of faith / Te whakapono—E tū
Liturgist.         Let us declare our faith in God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The  sermon  /  Te  kauwhau follows. 
The preacher today is Acting Dean Trevor Harrison

 
Reader   This is the Gospel of Christ.       All  Praise to Christ the Word.

 And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee.
There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a
Nazorean.’

We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
 and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end.
 
 
 

All
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Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your
grace receive; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen..

Please stand for the Ministry of the Sacrament of the Eucharist

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
and has spoken through the prophets.
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.    Amen.

A time of prayer / ngā inoi a te iwi. Please sit / e noho
Liturgist   
 
 

Intercessions conclude with...
 

Intercessor       

‘Let us pray for the Church and for the world, giving thanks for 
goodness.

Merciful God, you look with compassion on all who turn to
you. Hear the prayers of your people.

All

Priest The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
(Silence)

All
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The Preparation of the Gifts
Priest           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All          Blessed be God for ever.
 

The Great Thanksgiving / Te Whakawhetai Nui
The Lord is here.                                   God's Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.                                 We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.             It is right to offer thanks and praise.
 

 

1. Carol our Christmas, an upside down Christmas;
snow is not falling and trees are not bare.
Carol the summer, and welcome the Christ Child,
warm in our sunshine and sweetness of air.

The Offertory Hymn

2. Sing of the gold and the green and the sparkle,
water and river and lure of the beach.
Sing in the happiness of open spaces,
sing a nativity summer can reach!

3. Shepherds and musterers move over
hillsides,finding, not angels, but sheep to be shorn;
wise ones make journeys whatever the season,
searching for signs of the truth to be born.

4. Right side up Christmas belongs to the universe,
made in a moment a women gives birth;
hope is the Jesus gift, love is the offering,
everywhere, anywhere, here on earth.

Blessed are you, God of all creation; through your goodness
we have these gifts to share. Accept and use our offerings
for your glory and for the service of your kingdom.
                                   

It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, at all times and in all places to
give you thanks and praise through Christ your only Son.
                                   

Priest

You are the source of all life and goodness;
through your eternal Word
you have created all things from the beginning
and formed us in your own image;
male and female you created us.
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When we sinned and turned away 
you called us back to yourself 
and gave your Son to share our human nature.
                                   
By his death on the cross,
he made the one perfect sacrifice for the sin of the world
and freed us from the bondage of sin 
You raised him to life triumphant over death; you exalted
him in glory. 
In him you have made us a holy people by sending upon
us your holy and lifegiving Spirit
                                   
Therefore with the faithful who rest in him,
with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:
                                   

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
 All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father;
on the night before he died
 your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread;
when he had given you thanks,
 he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:
Take, eat, this is my body
which is given for you;
do this to remember me.
                                   

Priest

After supper he took the cup; 
when he had given you thanks,
he gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you,
for this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins;
do this as often as you drink it,
to remember me.
                                   



 
 

Haere mai ki te kai
Please join us for refreshments after the service.

Glory to you, Lord Christ;
your death we show forth;
 your resurrection we proclaim;
 your coming we await;
Amen! Come Lord Jesus.

Therefore loving God, recalling your great goodness to us in
Christ,  his suffering and death, his resurrection and
ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate
our redemption with this bread of life and this cup of
salvation. Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
which we offer through Christ our great high priest.
                                   

Priest

All

Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine
which we receive may be to us the body and blood of Christ,
and that we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and power, may be
renewed for the service of your kingdom.
                                   United in Christ with all who stand before you in earth and
heaven, we worship you, O God, in songs of everlasting
praise.
                            
Blessing, honour and glory be yours, here and everywhere,
now and for ever. Amen.

All

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and
for ever. Amen.

Priest       As Christ teaches us we pray...    
All

The Breaking of the Bread
Priest     We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All We who are many are one body, for we all share the one

bread.
The Agnus Day

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us your peace.



The Prayer After Communion

The Invitation
Priest     Draw near and receive the body and blood of our Saviour

 Jesus Christ in remembrance that he died for us. Let us feed
on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
                            

The Post-Communion hymn follows the notices

The Blessing

Welcome, welcome, Jesus Christ our infant saviour, baby who
makes every birth holy. May we, who like the shepherds have
witnessed in the stable a new kind of love, return to our work
with joy. May we, for whom the heavens have opened to
proclaim that God is with us,
we who have fed on living bread and drunk the wine of
heaven, go out to be instruments of your peace, day by day. 
Amen.

All

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with grace to trust
his promises and obey his will...
                            

Priest     

1. Unto us a boy is born!
King of all creation;
came he to a world forlorn,
the Lord of every nation,
the Lord of every nation.

2. Cradled in a stall was he,
watched by cows and asses;
but the very beasts could see
that he the world surpasses,
that he the world surpasses.

3. Then the fearful Herod cried,
‘Power is mine in Jewry!’
So the blameless children died
the victims of his fury,
the victims of his fury.

4. Now may Mary’s Son, 
who came long ago to love us,
lead us all with hearts aflame
unto the joys above us,
unto the joys above us.

5. Omega and Alpha he!
Let the organ thunder,
while the choir with peals of glee
shall rend the air asunder,
shall rend the air asunder.
 

The Dismissal

Deacon   Haere i runga i te
rangimārie i runga i te
aroha me te ngākau hihiko
ki te mahi ki te Ariki.   Go
now to love and serve the
Lord. Go in peace.   
All    Amen. We go in the
name of Christ.        

Please either leave quietly or stay
and listen to the organ postlude.
Applause is not appropriate as the
music forms part of the worship.



Our wonderful Community Cafė has finished for the year.
It restarts again 4 February.
 

Our other community powerhouse,Stop-In, has also closed for
Christmas. It will re-open Monday 6 January from 11am-2pm.
Normal hours resume on Monday 3 February. 
A very happy Christmas to all customers and helpers.

 

 

CAFĖ  AND STOP-IN CHRISTMAS CLOSE DOWN 

           Weekly Diary and Readings             
Every weekday you are invited to our brief daily prayer service at 8.30am.  
 

MONDAY 30 DECEMBER: 1 John 2:3-11; Psalm 96:1-4; Luke 2: 36-40
 

TUESDAY 31 DECEMBER: 1 John 2:18-21; Psalm 96:1 11-end; John 1:1-18
 

 

WEDNESDAY 1 JANUARY: Ecclesiastes 3: 1-13; Psalm 8; Revelations 21:1-6
Matthew 25:31-46
 

 

THURSDAY 2 JANUARY 1 John 2:22-28; Psalm 98:1-4; John 1:19-28
 
 

FRIDAY 3 JANUARY : 1 John 2:29-3:6  Psalm 98:2-7; John 1:29-34
 

SATURDAY 4 JANUARY: 1 John 3:7-10; Psalm 98:1-8-end; John 1:35-42
 
 

SUNDAY 5 JANUARY: Isaiah 60:1-6;Ephesians 3:1-12;Matthew 2:1-12
8am Holy  Communion with Hymns  ~ 10am Holy Communion with Hymns
 

 
During this time, duty ministers will variously be: 

Canon Bill Marsh: 027 306 4567 or 753 5155
Archdeacon Trevor Harrison 027 896 5690
Assistant Priest Bruno Egli 021 0817 2239

 

 

Taranaki Cathedral office is closed 
until Monday 6 January 2020.

 
 
 



From Archbishop Philip Richardson:
 

“The Diocesan Board of Nomination met with
Archbishop Philip recently. It was an extremely

positive and encouraging meeting.
 

While a detailed announcement will not be made
until February, we can say that it is hoped that
new Cathedral leadership will be in place from

the beginning of April 2020.
 

Archdeacon Trevor, the Acting Dean, has kindly
offered to continue to have oversight beyond his

retirement date of 24 February, until the new
Cathedral leadership is in place.”

NEW TARANAKI CATHEDRAL LEADERSHIP


